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Abstract - Introduction. The general purpose of this research was to examine the circumstances in which
the onset of psychoactive substances use took place in juvenile female offenders. What were volumes
and further circumstances of psychoactive substance use? What were determinants and consequences
of further drug taking.

Method. The sample consisted of 58 girls: 28 juvenile offenders, placed in a correctional facility and shel-
ter for juveniles and 30 students from vocational school. The girls were asked to fill in a questionnaire.
Results. Most girls “had already had” first contact with psychoactive substances, in most cases alcohol,
followed by cigarettes and the least frequently other drugs. The prevalence of use of each of these sub-
stances was higher among the juvenile offenders, who more frequently than students consumed alcohol
and drugs some of whom every day. Moreover, 20 offenders smoked cigarettes every day which may
indicate addiction.

Conclusions. The results point to the need for the screening of juvenile offenders for psychoactive sub-
stances use to draw a more complete picture of this phenomenon, develop more effective prevention
programs and more adequate assistance for the at-risk and the already addicted.
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Streszczenie - Wprowadzenie. Celem przeprowadzonych badan byta odpowiedz na pytanie, w jakich
okoliczno$ciach odbyla si¢ inicjacja alkoholowa, narkotykowa i nikotynowa u nieletnich przestepczyn,
a takze jakie byly okolicznosci i czesto$¢ dalszego siegania po srodki toksyczne przez badane przestep-
czynie. Co wiecej, ustalono deklarowane przez badane przyczyny i skutki dalszego siggania po srodki
psychoaktywne.

Material i metoda. Badaniem objeto 58 dziewczat: 28 nieletnich przestepczyn, umieszczonych w zaktadzie
poprawczym i schronisku dla nieletnich oraz 30 uczennic ze szkoty zawodowej. Dziewczeta poproszono
o wypelnienie przygotowanej ankiety.

Wyniki. Badane najczesciej ,,mialy juz za sobg” pierwsze kontakty z substancjami psychoaktywnymi - naj-
czesciej z alkoholem, nastepnie z papierosami, za$ najmniej z nich sproébowato narkotykéw. W przypadku
kazdej z tych substancji siegneto po nie wiecej wychowanek anizeli uczennic. Wychowanki z wigksza
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