
THE SOCIAL ANO ECONOMIC C.oNTEXr .oF DRUG USE IN P.oLLAND 

SUMMARY 

In this articl~, t~e author ~escribes the rece~t changes 
In patt,erns of drug use in Poland in t'he light of available 
data. A much higher incidence of use has been seen in the 
19805, and there are indications that this can b~ accounted 

. for by incrp~sed use among ,yo~na peo~le from the manu~l wotking 
class. Sacia'I deprivation may playa part in the etiology oJ 
the 1980' s, uepi,demic", and evidence is put forward in ~up
port of t.his view. Buth patterns at' us,e and the ~olificies that 
.ha~e 6een introduced to deal with them ase viewed in~ terms 
of the political, economi.c, and ,social contex,t of .post-Solida
rity pet~sttoika. 
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