ALCOHOL -~ STATE VERSUS SOCIETY

SUMMARY

The author describes a fierce battle that has been
fought between the state and soeciety on the centrol of al-
cohol preduction and consumption through Peoland's : history..
This *"alcohol war", the author states, reflects the social
and economic situation prevailing in this country. ...

The study starts with the Polish alcohol economy in the
Middle Ages with the domination of a central authorities,
then moves on toe the propination monopolism by nobiiity
since the late 15th century, and finally to the return of
the domination by the state. The period of Poland's parti-
tion {1792-1918}, then the betwean-the-wars Poland's
Sovereignity (1918-1939), the Soviet experience of the 1920s
as well as the ‘“hypermonopolism” of the post-war Poland
{1945 until now} are also described. :

The conclusions are c¢lear: monopolism in the Tsarist
and post-revolution Russia and in the post-war Poland led to
the total drunkenness of the society, while the short
periods, when the scciety dominated over the state were
linked with considerable fall in the alechol consumption.

" The author hopes that soecial control will enable mini-
mizing of the hazards resulting from alcchol abuse in  Po-
Iand. :
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