zapisywanie narkotykdw narkomanom tlumaczyli sBig @ tym, 2e
tych ludzi nie stac¢ bylo-na odbycie leczenia. Zbijajac argu-
menty doc. Luniewski w dosd prosty sposcbh dowodzil, Ze nalog
kosztuje znacznie wiecei niz kuracja odwykowa. Ponadto wska-
zywal na duZe mozliwodci uzyskania ulg w oplatach.

*

Juz ten krotki przeglad posuniec wiadz parnstwowych do-
wodzi, 2e palnstwo prowadzilo niezwykle aktywna polityke w
tym zakresie. Antycypowanie zagrozenia i podejimowanie dzia-
lan wyprzedzajgacych stanowilo 3zasade ich postepowania.
Pierwsi narkomani pojawili sie w lecznictwie w 1921 roku, a
w dwa lata poZniej Sejm uchwala juz ustawe. Nie sposch nie
zrobic¢ krotkiego odniesienia do czasdw wspdlczesnych. Druga
ustawa zostala przyjeta przez Sejm dopiero 31 stycznia 1985
roku, W cokresie tym zjawisko narkomanii przezywalo trzecia w
swych dziejach eksplozje, ktorej pod wzgledem rozmiardw, nie
sposctbh pordwnywad z przedwojenna.

Ustawa miedzywojenna byla -~ jak na obecne standardy -
niezwykle lakoniczna. Zawierala 12 artykuidw, a objetosciowo
zajmowala 1 strone formatu A-4. Mimo to (a moze dlatego?)
byla bardzo precyzyjna, jasna i ..., 8zczegoiowa. Obecna
sklada sie z 38 artykuldw i jest trudna do zrozumienia nawet
dla profesjonalistow.

DRUG ABUSE IN POLAND BEFORE WORLD WAR 11
Sunimary

Drug abuse did not constitute a serious social problem
in pre-war Poland. In 1933 there were 295 drug addicts
hospitalized all over the country. According to the pre-war
researchers the number of drug abusers could be estimated at
five thousand persons.

Drug abusers of that time used mostly classical nar-
cotics like morphine, heroine, cocaine. Codeine, somnifren
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and pantopon were often taken as well. Hashish, mescaline,
peyotl were less popular. Pills against headaches played the
role of substitute,

According to the  health statistics and public
prosecutor's office, males constituted about three fourth of
all drug abusers. Addiction was most prevalent among 30
years olds and almost absent in those younger. There were,
however, some younger individuals (below 30 vears) who used
cocaine,

White collar workers {30%) dominated the occupational
structure of those drug addicts registered in the files of
the public prosecutor's office in Warsaw. The second, most
numerous group consisted of craftsmen and shop-keepers (13%)
and the third (9%) were from the medical professions: phar-
macists, doctors, nurses etc. The other social groups were
represented as follows: blue collar workers (2%), pros-
titutes (5%), artists (4%).

The majority of the pre-war researchers, however,
shared a view that drug abuse was much more prevalent among
army officers (especially in air forces and navy), artists,
writers and journalists.

Roman-catholics were the most susceptible to addiction,
the least - the members of Ortodox Church.

The researchers of that time devoted a lot of attention
to the etioclogy of this social ailment. Some underscored
medical causes, others - psycholeogical, economic, political
and cultural in respect to civilization. There were also
concepts stressing the importance of physiology and
biochemistry of the human organism.
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